
GEORGE JACKSON: TRACHER&ORGANIZER 
- I N T E R V I E W W I T H J IMMY G A R R 

George Jackson was a modest man; he 
wrote little about himself as an organizer and 
teacher. The following interview with James 
Carr, a close friend and comrade of George 
Jackson over ten years, captures some of the 
flavor of how Ceorgc functioned in prison. 

First jailed as a juvenile in 1961, Jimmy 
Carr is himself an example of a political activ
ist who emerged from the California prisons. 
Convicted of armed robbery in 1964, he con
tinued his political development and educa
tion in prison, and when he WOS paroled in 
August 1970, he became a graduate student 
and teaching assistant at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz, majoring in mathe
matics and political science. 

Currently, he is being held in San Francisco 
County jail, on a "parole hold," following an 
arrest at the April 6 hearing of the Soledad 
Brothers when guards viciously attacked 
George Jackson, and chaos broke out in the 
courtroom. Since August 21, state authorities 
have been trying to pin a variety of conspiracy 
charges against him, having to do with a ru
mored plot to free George Jackson. None of 
tiiese have been strong enough, however, to 
even produce an indictment, and appear to be 
yet another example of persecution of politi
cally active convicts. 

J I M M Y C A R R : A S far as George and when he 
became political, it started happening in Tracy 
at Deuel Vocational Institution and in the 
Adjustment Center. . . . I would say about 
i y62 IS when he really got involved in a strong 
way and reading particular matters. 

He and I ended UP in • - ^ p .Xdjust-
gffl^BtHllKtlUfii and u i tune on 
"Bxiv nW\Bs, So "they have a l i b r a r y there and 
his f a m i l y c o n s t a n t l y s tayed in con tac t w i t h 
him. so he started sending home Cor books 
with political content and he started reading 

. he started educatmg from the 
things that he was learning. He hadn't ran into 
anything hke Mao and he read a lot of Len in 
and Tro tsky ' s writings and just basic things in 
general, and then he started studying a lot of 
political and economic stuff l ike Mil l and 

Ricardo and all of those writings and he 
would pass those on to us. And then we con
structed our first collective, which was broken 
up quickly by the authorities. But a lot of 
people there, a lot of the so-called convicts, 
didn't receive money or anything l ike that. So 
some guys were going without. F rom George's 
viewpoint, no one should. So consequently, 
everybody put their money in a pool and it 
was just l ike distributed equally. He became a 
threat to the A C because he got a collective 
thing going But George had a phenomenal 
mind. He could see things very wel l , and he 
read rapidly and he understood what he read, 
and then he could teach what he read to other 
people, and this is what he was doing. 
Y o u remember George says take a criminal 
mentality and transform it into a black revo
lutionary mentality, wel l the Capone gang 
probably existed in 1961 . . . but George took 
leadership of the gang and changed the orien
tation from just violence and hustling and 
gave it a political tinge. . . . The Capone gang 
was originally constructed for the purpose of 
combating racism, which was the very pre
dominant thing at San Quentin because of the 
prison administration there at San Quentin. 
. . . So what he'd done there at San Quentin in 
'64 was to start you know like teach-ins, l ike 
political education out in the yard , and 
George would instruct. 

. . . the way that he carried himselt 
and the type of person that he was could 
communicate wi th any race. He always had 
that quality about himself. And a lot of 
people in our group couldn't and those that 
could wouldn't , you know, because of the 
past things that have happened, just history 
in general. B u t anyway, he became pretty 
close friends with people l ike ZoUo . . . and 
that began to break down the racial thing 
there at San Quentin. I t didn't break it down 
but it began to 
. . . And so the race wars continued, but there 
was sti l l intercommunication between groups. 
Different people started reading different 
things, and George . . . sometimes say there 
would be a conflict between say the bird gang 
or an off-branch of the bird gang and the 
Capone gang, and rather than just go out and 
take it in blood, he would go over and talk to 
the leader, and then they would talk and 
meet And they would Say, looK, weTe 
standing here wi th knives on us, and right over 
us is a pig wi th a 30-30. That 's where the con
tradiction lies. And so they tended to educate 
at that point . . . in that here we are fighting 
each other, but we're oppressed by the same 
guy, so the same dude has his foot up your 
ass has his up mine. And so a lot of things 
were resolved l ike that. . . . Anyway, from all 
the political education and so forth, and just 
the type of dude that George was, because all 
the blacks related to h im and because the 
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whites that were mil i tant right-wingers, that 
carried Mein Kampf in their back pocket, re
spected h im, you see. So, there came a time, 
and it was a bad time, when a big contradic
tion emerged, that Captain Hawker created a 
group that he called "c l imate contro l . " Where 
he had a black, a white and a Mexican. And 
this is to keep down the racial strife, right? 
Well, actually what it was . . . the group actu
ally facilitated incurring racial strife instead of 
putting it down. . . . And the hard-core prison 
community did not relate to the group, be
cause the so-called representatives on the 
group didn't really represent the leaders of 
the different factions. . . . And so it wasn't 
about to resolve the contradiction, and as a 
matter of fact Captain Hawker did everything 
he possibly could to perpetuate that contra
diction because, i f in the event that the races 
did merge and they understood that they defi
nitely nad a historical task, and that the prison 
community is a sub-proletarian community, 
and that it was conscious of itself histori
cally . . . But 
the race thing was sti l l the major contradic
tion. . . . A n d then they said well you know 
there's only one way to stop this and that's to 
split all of them up. . . . And so this is what 
they did. A n d so I went to classification and 
they told me . . . we're going to get you away 
from Jackson because we think Jackson is ? 
bad influence on you . . . . 

prison officials and printed as the " r ea l , inside 
s to ry " by the prese, that a 9mm gun had been 
smuggled in to George by a young attorney, 
Steve Bingham. When people pointed to the 
heavy search of both visitors (they must have 
all possessions checked while they go through 
a metal detector) and inmates (who are strip-
searched on leaving and re-entering the Ad
justment Center) , Warden Park suggested the 
gun came in inside a tape recorder. I t was 
smuggled back in George's long, Afro-style 
hair. 

The next day, officials reported that George 
had lately taken to wearing a tight knit cap at 
the back of his head, and the gun was hidden 
half inside the cap and half in his hair, but 
w a s s p o t t e d by a guard. St i l l not believed, 
they changed the following day W annovince 
they had discovered an Afro wig flushed down 
a to i let—clearly the means by which George 
had hidden the gun. The San Francisco Chron
icle reported Fr iday they had purchased an 
identical 9mm gun and had a black model try 

to hide the gun beneath i t . A t first i t wouldn't 
fit. When he finally removed the wig and wi th 
great dif f iculty forced i t back onto his head 
wi th the gun inside, the Chronicle reported 
" the wig was obviously askew and wi th every 
step he took the gun wobbled dangerously, 
bringing his hands instinctively to his head." 

The Chronicle observed without comment 
that i f the prison's version were true, Jackson 
would have to have walked fifty yards under 
the eyes of a guard unt i l he reached the Ad
justment Center, without having the gun ob
served. 

On Sunday the Warden calmly announced 
that the gun was not, after al l , an SVi-inch 
Spanish Ast ra M-66, as had been reported, but 
instead a much smaller, similar type of gun. 
He did not explain why officials had given 
such a specific erroneous report previously. 
Even stranger was the fact that when the gun 
was described, it was declared to have been 
purchased by Black Panther Landon Williams 
two years ago, according to the gun's serial 

number. The warden did not state whether 
the gun he described on Sunday was also pur
chased by Williams. 

I n another attempt to bolster the "escape 
conspiracy" theory, officials announced late 
in the week that the slain prison guards had 
their uniforms removed. They did not explain 
why it took them five days to discover the 
dead guards' nakedness. 

And now a reversal in the autopsy. Much 
l ike the contradictions found in the At t ica 
autopsies, we now learn that the fatal shot 
entered George's back and exited through his 
head, or, in other words, that George was shot 
in the back while ly ing down. Th is is just the 
latest indication of how the facts must be 
changed in order to make a story an accept
able cover-up for murder. 

These discrepancies are just the most bla
tant distortions and contradictions in the 
" o f f i c i a l " story of George Jackson's death. 


